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FALL RTW HAS A NEW ATTITUDE 


7 “t key looks that crystallize 
fashion's new moodare soft lay- 
ered dressing, the equestrian / 

military, and theretro revival. Insports- 

wear, the combination of pliable fab- 
ricsin fluid pared down shapes heralds 

a softer, more relaxed minimalist way 

of dressing. Overly padded shoulders 

give way to a narrower silhouette that 
lightly skims the body without con- 
stricting it. The vest becomes animpor- 
tantcomponent. It is taken to the maxi- 
mum length and often worn solo as a 
dress, or layered over romantic blouses 
and flared pants in a flattering update 
of the '70s hippie look. More tailored, 
yet not hard edged, is the important 
new jacket shape. Whether military, 
equestrian, or dandy, the feeling is de- 
cidedly feminine: narrower across the 


shoulders with lapels that start higher 
up, and a silhouette that gently flares 
out from a smaller armhole, this jacket 
is as likely to turn up in tweed as it does 
in crepe or gabardine. A smashing 
silhouette — the cutaway, hacking, or 
riding jacket coupled with either the 
ubiquitous stretch jodphur or the long 
lean skirt with front wrap or slit 


styling. 


The retro mood has done away with 
power dressing entirely. The younger 
customer, in particular, will combine 
elements of the hippie '70s with the 
freedom of today's grunge and Gap 
looks, mixing it up in ways that work 
for her lifestyle. Considering all of the 
current fashion elements, the upper- 
most question for the '90s fashion in- 


dustry is—can thenewrules of dressing 
really work for today? The following 
designers capture the essence of this 
modern style without going overboard. 
They're wearable, affordable, and fash- 
ion forward. 


AtKORS, individual pieces interchange 
throughout the collection, allowing for 
maximum versatility. By injecting tex- 
ture and depth to weightless fabrics, 
Michael Korsachievesa blend of tailor- 
ing and softness in elegant separates. 
Gabardines, twills, crepes, and 
tricotines mix easily with suede and 
cashmere/wool blends. Kors layers a 
bisque microfiber, quilted vest coatover 
a bark tweed poor-boy sweater and a 
long gabardine thigh high slit skirt. An 


continued on page 2 





EAST MEETS WEST 


American designers asa source for 

their clothing, recently premiered 
its first U.S. Textile Trade Show, 
IndoMart, at the Parker Meridien Ho- 
tel in New York. During the two day 
exhibit, the National Agency of Export 
Development (Jakarta) and the Indo- 
nesian Consulate General (New York), 
mounted a lavish dinner and fashion 
show. The latter, featured day and 
eveningwear created especially for the 
occasion by six of Indonesia's leading 
designers, utilizing fabrics from sev- 
eral of the twelve exhibitors. At the 
dinner, Dr. Soedradjad Djiwandono, 


[ erves long used by major 


Vice Minister of Trade, noted that In- 
donesian total textile and garment ex- 
ports have burgeoned from $800 mil- 
lion in 1986 to $4.07 billion in 1991. He 
projected a target of $8 billion in textile 
exports by 1996, pointing out that tex- 
tiles have now outstripped all non-oil 
export industries in Indonesia. "The 
‘made in Indonesia’ label is rapidly gain- 
ing global acceptance as an indication 
of quality and value," he stated. Of 
course, this growth has not come from 
U.S. companies alone: in 1989, Indone- 
sia replaced Hong Kong as the number 
one supplier of knitted garments to the 
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RTW continued from page 1 

ideal career choice — the high notch 
collar blazer and side-button bias skirt 
in chocolate cavalry twill. Kors evokes 
the image of Kate Hepburn with a nut- 
meg pin dot viscose, boxy double- 
breasted jacket and slouch trousers, 
shown witha classic cream crepe camp 
shirt. This same jacket and trouser in 
black cady, becomes the ultimate in 
after dark chic when worn overamatch- 
ing "vest" dress. 


ACHILLE DATTILO envelopes 
women in timeless clothing, done in 
luxurious fabrications, which he per- 
sonally designs. His sophisticated en- 
sembles and couture shapes play up 
impeccable tailoring. The taupe tick 
weave one-button Spencer jacket lay- 
ers nicely over a longer, patterned vest 
that follows the curve of the jacket. 
With this goes soft pleated trousers. 
Nehru, tuxedo, and Spencer jackets are 
prevalent, as are soft pants and elegant 
luncheon dresses. Dattilo's chicshaped 
jacket in black barathea (a rib weave 
fabric), paired with a trouser is a time- 
less classicand the ultimate in elegance. 


Barathea, also revived at MARK 
HEISTER, appears in a stunning black 
suit with curved hip length jacket. 
Buttoned in crystal, the jacketis shown 
with a slim short skirt. Soft Dormeuil 
tweed ensembles play up the new nar- 
rower rounded shoulder treatment in 
luncheon/career dressing. For lateday, 
moss crepes have a lovely understated 
look. 


Black, gray, and red are important col- 
orsat OROSOLO. For Fall, the empha- 
sisis on youthful sportswear. Trapunto 
stitched wool jersey bombers and vests 
feature gold and antique coin embel- 
lishments. The mood of the collection 
is sure to appeal to the Versace cus- 
tomer, but it's infinitely more wear- 
able. Palazzos and bell-bottoms in 
heavy wool double knit are some of the 
best around. Designer Lisandro 
Sarasolo offers a beautiful soft gray 
zip-front jersey sweater with ribbed 
waistband and surplice draped scarf 
neckline. It's meant to be worn over 
coordinating full flared jersey pants. 
Knits have a feminine ladylike appeal 
at HELGA. In hunter, sable or sienna 
Jasco jersey, there's a simple raglan 


2 





sleeved dress with three matte gold 
buttons on one shoulder — perfect un- 
der her multi-plaid mohair or light- 
weight alpaca coats. One of the sim- 
plest and best late day choices is the 
black and white silk panel dress with 
long sleeves and jewel neckline. 





GEIGER features an expanded knit se- 
lection for Fall. Long knife pleated 
skirts, unstructured cardigans, and ca- 
sual pullovers, as well as leggings and 
stirrups appear. Fresh autumnal shades 
of leaf, loden, mahogany, and cherry 
are accented with a melange of plum, 
gold, bronze, and olive, in wool flan- 
nel, tweed, velvet, and challis. The 
equestrian, three-button gray tweed 
blazer has slash pockets and velvet la- 
pels and cuffs. Underneath there's a 





crisp white cotton shirt with Swiss 
embroidered lace jabot; prettily paired 
with charcoal stretch velvet stirrup 
pants. Equally dashing is the long, 
princess seamed shaped cutaway jacket 
in boiled wool with pewter buttons 
and three angled slash pockets. Avail- 
able in a host of colors, it works best 
with Geiger's cuffed wool trousers. 
EVAN PICONE is scoring fashion 
points with a well thought out collec- 
tion that touches on all the important 
trends. Refined pared down black gab- 
ardine layers, are part of the "Modern- 
ist" group. A one-button cardigan lay- 
ers over a short three-button vest, crisp 
white cotton blouse, and high-rise 
pants. As part of this range, there's a 
soft charcoal button-front sleeveless 
knit dress worn over heather gray mock 
turtleneck and gray flared crepe pants. 
"Equestrian" features easy cinnamon 
or camel knit components, a dashing 
plush camel coachman's full length coat, 
and stunning black crepe separates. On 
target, the double-breasted long crepe 
vest and flared skirt with white cotton 
shirt. In a military mood, the "Roman- 
tic" group offers some of the most wear- 
able sportswear around. Case in point 
is the navy crepe bolero worn over the 
five-button vest, striped blouse with 
contrast whitecollarand cuffs, and navy 
bell-bottom pants. Another option 
could be the navy military dress with 
its double row of gold buttons; worn 
over anivory silk blouse and navy bells, 
it's an exciting new way to layer. 


Effortless chic is what designer BETTY 
JACKSON aims for in her Fall collec- 
tion. The emphasis is on texture and 
shape in a bohemian '70s vein, but up- 
dated for today. The contrast of soft 
against hard tailoring is a recurrent 
theme. Layers of relaxed ribbed knits 
are worn together with wools, silks, 
and leathers. An important look is the 
A-line silhouette, achieved by shoul- 
der hugging jackets, side-slit vests, and 
fluid palazzo pants or bias skirts. 
Added to this are dramatic full length 
double-vented moleskin or leather 
coats, with a slight military bent. 


LUCIANO TEMPESTA draws inspira- 
tion this season from the cavalry sol- 
diers. ..bold, courageous, handsome in 
their uniforms. A series of jackets, skirts, 
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RTW continued from page 2 

and trousers are styled with a feminine 
edge, and teamed witha range of eques- 
trian or cavalry printed shirts. Two 
handsome variations are jackets and 
jodphurs fashioned in black, red, or 
navy double knit. The jackets, in 
cropped or cutaway styles, have a 
double row of gold buttons and a cer- 
tain swagger. Tempesta's cavalry twill 
English riding jacket, suede detailed 
vest, and slim pant achieves a long, 
narrow, elegant proportion. 


RANDY KEMPER offers something for 
everyone in his "Around the World" 
collection. Understand classic sepa- 
rates in pure wool knit, viscose/ac- 
etate, and novelties come in soft shades 
of pecan, sable, salmon, etc. In black 
velvet, there'san easy two-button, patch 
pocket jacket meant to be worn over his 
long lean skirt. The status tassle print 
turns up in a rich blue velvet shaped 
jacket, vest, and cigarette pants. This 
strong collection offers diversified 
jacket shapes, from relaxed and boxy to 
long and fitted. Newest skirt shapes 
are long and trumpet flared. Pants are 
either tapered, straight, or gently flared. 


Softness is key at TAMOTSU. Sports- 
wear pieces are pared down to their 
essence for a minimalist approach. 
Warm spice tones and black predomi- 
nate. Deftly cut one-button, long 
shaped vests appear throughout, and 
are seen with slit-front long skirts or 
high waisted soft side-zip pants. For 
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day into evening, a black crepe V-neck, 
button-front dress is a perfect foil for 
jewelry. 


Also taking the minimalist route is 
BETTINA RIEDEL with her knit collec- 
tion, aimed at the busy career woman. 
Black, red, chocolate, and eggplant are 
her sophisticated colors. The line fea- 
tures a very mixable range of vests, 
stirrups, jackets, trousers, shift dresses, 
and long or short skirts. Top of the line 
is the versatile black Jasco 100% double 
knit wool jacquard 3/4 swing jacket. 
Adding textureare cotton/Lycra tweed 
pieces. Extremely well doneis the long 
cocoa/black vest dress, worn on its 
own or over a solid black turtleneck. 
Very affordable are the sweater stitched 
wool jersey separates in black, red, 
plum, navy, brown, and forest. The 
long-double-breasted jacket gracefully 
skims the body and looks terrific over 
coordinating flared pants. 


ANNE PINKERTON goes in for a ro- 
mantic bohemian look. An elongated 
black crepe vest is shown over match- 
ing flared pantsanda "Matisse" printed, 
ruffled tunic. The whole collection re- 
volves around an easy mix of textures 
and patterns in a variety of rich autum- 
nal hues of port, dijon, and gypsy red. 
Fabrics include flowing silk crepe 
georgette, 16MM CDC, twill, and mi- 
crofibers. Featured are romantic pirate 
and poet shirts, vests, waistcoats, fluid 
flared trousers, and longer trumpet 
skirts. e 





DESIGNER 
FOCUS: = = 


EEKO HANDBAG & 
ACCESSORIES 


The debut of this collection represents 
more than just another line of hand- 
bags: it marks a significant technologi- 
cal breakthrough and answers the ever 
burgeoning consumer demand for en- 
vironmentally-friendly products (re- 
ported in Sept. 1992 issue of FASHION 
INTERNATIONAL). "Merchants of the 
‘90s have to consider the environmen- 
tal impact of their products,"comments 
Steven Hedaya, president of Holiday 





Fair, the parent company of EEKO. De- 
scribing his company's new collection 
as "a significant first step in an evolu- 
tion to an even more environmentally- 
conscious man-made leather product," 
Hedaya cannot be accused of merely 
paying lip service to his product. Sci- 
entific Certification Systems, the 
country's leading independent evalua- 
tor of environmental claims, was re- 
tained by Holiday Fair to undertake a 
study of the EEKO material. SCS's 
president and founder, Dr. P. Stanley 
Rhodes comments on their findings, 
"The life-cycle research we have con- 
ducted to date indicates that EEKO has 
several environmental advantages al- 
ready." That life-cycle encompasses 
every stage, raw material extraction, 
manufacturing, distribution, use and 
disposal vis-a-vis the resources and en- 
ergy used, emmissions released, and 


waste generated. EEKO's eco- 
friendiness in regard to leather is obvi- 
ous but, as a mixture of natural and 
synthetic rubbers, it also ensures that it 
doesn't contain any of the dangerous 
chemicals found in vinyl. Thisremoves 
the hazards of disposal. Additionally, 
since the production process is water- 
based, it eliminates the use of danger- 
ous solvents. Still, the major question 
from a fashion point of view is— does it 
look good? And the answer isa defini- 
tive yes! 


The EEKO collection features black, co- 
gnac, khaki, navy, brown, and hunter 
green. Accented with brass hardware 
that is reusable, the line incorporates 
two groups, "Aquarius" and "Gemini." 
"Aquarius" consists of eight silhouettes 
from hobos, satchels, and camera bags 

continued on page 6 
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"Breaking the Rules” continued from page 4 
changed at the customer's request. A 
superb luncheon choice is a shaped 
wool crepe suit with patch pockets, 
matte gold buttons, and slim 25" skirt, 
smashing in deep rust. Also on the 
“couture” wavelength is ILE WACS. 
Fall offers clean, executive/luncheon 
suits with an emphasis on black wool 
crepe. Particularly striking is the 
double-breasted pantsuit with soft 
curved indented shawI collar and long 
shaped jacket. Another pretty option 
comes in black with three gold fan 
shaped buttons on a hip length jacket, 
shown over a slim skirt that grazes the 
knee. 


Fashion forward day-into-evening nov- 
elty suits can be found at ALBERTO 
MAKALI. There are wool gabardines 
with gold stud embellishment, wool 
crepes with black frog closures, and the 
best group which plays up a military 
theme. Very directional — the shawl 
collared fit and flare long double- 
breasted jacket over 34" skirt. An off 
white military pantsuit takes gold braid 
across the front of the cropped jacket. 
Veering away from the traditional suits 





of the last decade is CHRISTIAN DIOR, 
witha softer approach that they started 
evolving this Spring. Lovely moss 
crepes/georgette combos go from din- 
ner into evening. For day, a softly 
shaped spread collar wool crepe jacket, 
in palest blue rosewood, gets gold but- 
tons and the Dior logo embroidered on 
abreast pocket, and is shown over fluid 
chocolate pants. Dior interprets the 
riding jacket in mink wool gabardine 
and pairs it with classic trousers. The 
black crepe longer jacket suit skims 
over a newsworthy trumpet skirt. 
There's good value in the gold but- 
toned navy military pea coat over slim 
skirt from CHRISTIAN DIOR CAREER. 
Other options include novelties, 
tickweaves, wool gabardines, crepes, 
and tweeds. 


The look at OSCAR DE LA RENTA 
STUDIO in three words-— elegant, femi- 
nine, saleable. Fall leads off with lovely 
30 MM silk CDC suits in taupe, navy, 
etc... For later, lush wool tweed lun- 
cheon suits get velvet trim. Oscar re- 
vives ultrasuede for the '90s by com- 
bining it with a loden tweed shaped 
fly-front jacket. The slim skirt in Facile, 


"EEKO" continued from page 5 

to zip-top shoulder bag and backpack 
(in the larger size). It offers three mini 
options; a flap shoulder bag with "dog 
leash" hardware, a double-zip camera 
with adjustable shoulder strap; and a 
multi-organizer, with detachableshoul- 
der straps that are lined with canvas 
and made with jute webbing. "Gemini" 
comprises seven silhouettes that offer 
more constructed bodies. The group 
ranges from a double-handle satchel 
and bicycle bag to totes and a convert- 
ible mini/belt bag. Each bag in the 
collection features a personalized iden- 
tification holder that also contains the 
company's guarantee. They promise 
that when the product is returned, at 
the end of its life, they will recycle the 
components or dispose of them cor- 
rectly. And, as a final incentive to the 
consumer for their participation in the 
disposal of the used product - a dis- 
count coupon is given toward future 
purchases. 

Wholesale: $14 - $28 
1 East 33rd Street 
New York, NY 10016 
(212) 545-7100 





matches the jacket's lapels and flap 
pockets. After dark, we favor the 
Edwardian smoking jacket pantsuit in 
gray flannel with black velvet piping 
and soutache trim. 


All of the important trends are in evi- 
dence at GEORGE SIMONTON and 
SIMONTON STUDIO. Beautiful 
boucles, wool crepes, tweeds, and nov- 
eltiesare shaped into elegantluncheon/ 
career suits. The color scheme encom- 
passes black, red, and navy, as well as 
the important neutrals. In red wool 
crepe, there is a pretty double-breasted 
suit with smaller rounded shoulder, 
higher armhole, and fingertip jacket, 
shown over a 25" slim skirt. A master- 
piece of fluidity is the side tied black 
crepe jacket with soft ruffled collar, 
belled sleeves, and palazzo pants. The 
Studio line offers nicely wearable ca- 
reer /luncheon suits for the bridge cus- 
tomer who wants a sharp look plus 
quality fabrics. The hip length riding 
jacket suit in hunter, red or black with 
matching braid trim and gold buttons 
pairs with a romantic long swing skirt. 
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